8th Grade ELA

Class Website - http://rsibley.weebly.com/

Welcome back! We hope you are as excited to begin this new year as we are. One of our tasks as 8th grade ELA teachers is to prepare you for an easy transition into high school. Emphasis will be on personal responsibility. Cooperation between home and school will ensure a satisfying year of growth.

Here’s what you can expect to cover with us this year:

Novels/Plays:
ELA:
*The Outsiders by SE Hinton (first semester)




The Diary of Anne Frank




*Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen (second semester)

PreAP:
*The Giver by Lois Lowry




*Night by Elie Wiesel




*Other texts and excerpts will be used

*Purchasing these books is encouraged for personal use.

Writing:
Personal Narrative

Persuasive


Engaging Story


Character Analysis
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Class Rules:  1. Be prepared.  2. Be prompt.  3. Be positive.

FAILURE TO FOLLOW RULES WILL RESULT IN CONSEQUENCES SUCH AS: lunch detentions, phone calls home, parent conferences, office referrals, Saturday detentions, etc.

Absences: When you are absent, you are required to make up all work missed. It is your responsibility to ask the teacher for makeup work. This should not be done during instructional time. 
Homework: There will be homework. Please stay on top of this. Class objectives and homework should be copied carefully into your planner daily. 
Late Work: If you don’t have your homework, you will make a brief “courtesy call” home to inform of your missing work. 
1st day late – maximum grade of 80     
2nd day late – maximum grade of 70
3rd day late – zero is assigned

Digital Citizenship: Electronic devices such as cell phones, iPads, Kindles, etc. may be used in class for educational purposes only. All devices should remain visible during use and should be kept securely in purses, pockets, etc. when not in use. The teacher maintains the right to decide when the use of these devices is appropriate and/or acceptable. 
SUPPLY LIST

Binder or accordion folder
Notebook paper


 1 subject spiral notebook 
Blue/black ink pens




Highlighters (4 colors)                                4 pocket folders with brads
Post-it notes

Post-it flags

Index cards

